We report the successful results of semi-rigid fusion for a thoracic vertebral fracture-dislocation in rheumatoid arthritis (RA). The patient was a 52-year-old woman who was diagnosed as rheumatoid arthritis when she was 13 years old. She underwent posterior fusion of O-C4 for basilar impression, and C6-T3 for the sublaxation of C7-T1 at 36 and 46. After these two operative procedures, she had severe thoracic vertebral fracture-dislocation caused by minor trauma when she was 52. We performed semi-solid fusion for the affected spine using the braided polyester cable (Nespron(R)). Nine months after the operation when bony fusion was achieved in the affected spine, she had no back pain and needed no brace.
